
  




  

FUTURE NOTICES AND EVENTS. Our email address is hogback1@sover.net. To keep costs down, we use email whenever possible.  If 
you prefer not to receive future email Newsletters please let us know.  Suggestions for improvement are always welcome.  We welcome 

and encourage articles and pictures for future publication as well as ideas for future events.  
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Editor’s note - As many of you may already know, fundraising for Hogback Mountain has been successfully 
completed.  The closing is set for the end of March at which time a permanent conservation easement will be 
placed on the property and ownership of Hogback Mountain will pass to the Town of Marlboro as a Town 
Forest.

Hogback will remain open to the public and will be managed both for low impact recreation and for wildlife 
habitat.  The Town will form a public commission with five people appointed by the Marlboro Select Board 
plus one each from the conservation commission and the planning board.  This board will primarily manage 
policy at Hogback within the confines of the conservation easement and the management plan.  If you are 
interested in serving on this commission please make your interest known to the Marlboro Select Board.

The Hogback Mountain Conservation Association (HMCA) will continue to function as a private organization 
dedicated to Hogback Mountain.  This is the group that will undertake the detailed planning and execution of 
trail maintenance, educational events and other activities at Hogback.  HMCA will serve at the pleasure of the 
commission.

HMCA plans to continue with the events and educational activities that have already been initiated.   There will 
be a variety of activities planned for the future, such as the next Marlboro School Field Day at Hogback 
coming on June 1st,  and we encourage participation by anyone interested.  

If you think you might have an interest in trail development, trail maintenance, educational activities, forest 
walks or just want to be a part of things at a low key level,  call HMCA (802 254 9192) or send an email 
(hogback1@sover.net).  We are actively expanding the HMCA membership and welcome new people and new 
ideas.

February 6th Tracking Event - Under a crystal blue sky, with the temperature hovering around seven 
degrees and a steady invigorating wind blowing from the west, nine intrepid souls joined Marlboro resident 
George Leoniak--Certified Track and Sign Evaluator and Conservation Biologist—on the third annual 
Hogback winter tracking event.  The tightly-packed snow cover allowed the group to eschew the (snow) 
shoes and set off from the Skyline parking lot in search of the myriad critter tracks and telltale whiff of fox 
urine in the air.

!

mailto:hogback1@sover.net
mailto:hogback1@sover.net


As always, we were not disappointed.  George’s expert gaze and remarkable ability to imitate the gaits 
of mammals large and small, all the while providing detailed explanations of their behavior as revealed 
through their tracks, brought the forest environment alive in a way that few are generally able to 
experience. Evidence of constant activity was everywhere, from the tiniest hair follicle left in a red fox 
track, to the impressive tracks of a moose as it bounded through the winter thicket.

The group explored a portion of the newly-cut White’s Loop Trail in the mixed hardwood forest on the 
north side of the Hogback Mountain Conservation Area and discovered that many mammals—among 
them moose, red and gray fox, coyote, and snowshoe hare--were using this trail as a travel corridor.  We 
then doubled back and journeyed down Old Hogback Road to a patch of coniferous forest alongside the 
VAST trail where George discovered the tracks of a diminutive flying squirrel!   This caused one group 
member to suggest that we call this year’s memorable iteration of the tracking event “The Rocky and 
Bullwinkle Show.”

Twig Walk -  If you missed the Twig Walk on March 6 led by Barbara Cole, then you missed  a wonderful 
chance to have the trees come alive in the middle of winter.  From tiny twigs and their scars and buds we 
learned how to identify otherwise similar-looking bare trees, and discussed various ways that trees 
propagate.  And as a naïve non-biologist, I have to admit that I was astounded to learn that trees breath 
through their bark.  Ever wonder about those dark lines on white birch trees?  Those are lenticels that 
allow oxygen into the tree.  As a side benefit while we tramped along on snowshoes and boots on this 

bright sunny day, we 
couldn’t help but notice 
and analyze animal tracks 
and trade stories about 
earlier tracks that have left 
us pondering.  All in all, it 
was a gorgeous day to 
enjoy the winter views 
and learn more about the 
Hogback forest. 

 (Nancy Anderson)
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We’ve included the following notice from the Marlboro Mixer for informational purposes since it relates 
to the Hogback area but  we want to be clear that the Skyline Restaurant property is part of the 
property purchased by Ed Metcalfe in November 2007 from Skyline Partners and is NOT in any way a 
part of the Hogback property that the Hogback Mountain Conservation Association purchased, 
conserved and will be passing to the Town of Marlboro at the end of the month.    (Editor’s note)
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 Upcoming Events

April, 2010 – VERNAL POOL VISIT.  Jason Saltman will lead an outing to experience the wildlife 
of a vernal pool.  “We will try to time the event so that participants have a chance to see wood frogs 
in the early spring.  We will also look at some of the other associated wildlife, including insects that 
inhabit vernal pools.  Due to the variable timing, we will send out a notice a couple days before the 
walk happens so that we can maximize the chance of seeing an abundance of wood frogs.  If time 
permits, we will go to the Natural History Museum to look at some of the pool life under a 
microscope.”   This walk will be limited to 15 participants. 

Saturday, May 22, Hogback Celebration - This is the gala event to celebrate Hogback Mountain 
as a Marlboro Town Forest and conserved forever.  Everyone is invited and certainly encouraged to 
attend.

Plans for this event are still being developed but we have finalized the date and expect to start the 
event later in the afternoon at the Skyline Restaurant.  Please mark it on your calendar.  More details 
will follow very soon.



Tuesday, June 1, Marlboro Elementary School Field Day at Hogback.  This event will be 
similar to the very successful MES Day last year.  It will include a variety of supervised activities 
for the youngsters and a hike and picnic at the firetower.   We encourage anyone who would like to 
help out as an activity leader or supervisor or just be on hand to help enjoy the day to call or email 
(254-9192/hogback1@sover.net). More details on this event will also follow soon.
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Our continuing thanks to the Southern Vermont Natural History Museum and Hogback Gift Shop 
for gracious use of their facilities in support of many of our events. 

Bob Anderson   -   Ed.

We are presently planning a couple of events for this summer.  One will probably be a Family Day 
at Hogback.  Are there other activities you would like see take place at Hogback or possibly 
participate in as an event leader?  Don’t hesitate to share your thoughts and ideas with us.  We’d 
like to hear from you.
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